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ABSTRACT 
This study presents an in-depth analysis of the pragmatic presuppositions embedded in the poem “She Walks 

in Beauty.” Drawing upon the theory of presupposition developed by philosopher and linguist J. L. Austin, 

this study aims to uncover the implied meanings and assumptions that shape a poem’s communicative 

dynamics. The methodology employed in this study involves a meticulous examination of the shared 

knowledge, assumptions, and cultural references within the poem. Through close reading and textual analysis, 

the researchers identified instances of pragmatic presuppositions and analyzed their effects on the poem’s 

overall meaning. Additionally, this study applies a pragmatic framework to understand how these 

presuppositions contribute to the interpretation and reception of “She Walks in Beauty’.” The outcome of this 

research reveals the subtle nuances and hidden implications within the poem, shedding light on the poet’s 

intentions and enriching our understanding of its intricate layers. This study, ultimately underscores the critical 

significance of pragmatic presuppositions in the realm of poetic discourse, offering enriched perspectives on 

“She Walks in Beauty” and yielding valuable implications for the enhancement of literary education and 

language pedagogy, thereby broadening our grasp of linguistic functionalities in poetry and augmenting 

cultural awareness. 
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INTRODUCTION 

“She Walks in Beauty” is a renowned poem written by Lord Byron, also known as George Gordon Byron, an 

influential figure in English Romantic poetry. First published in 1814, the poem has since captivated readers 

with its lyrical beauty and profound exploration of aesthetics, love, and the interplay between darkness and 

light. It’s enduring popularity and literary merits make it an intriguing subject of in-depth analysis. 

 

The poem is a concise and exquisite expression of admiration for women’s beauty. It consists of three stanzas, 

each composed of six lines, and it follows the ABABAB rhyme scheme. Lord Byron’s meticulous choice of 

words and vivid imagery evokes a sense of awe and enchantment as he describes the harmonious blend of 

physical and spiritual beauty in the woman he portrays. 

 

The significance of “She Walks in Beauty” lies not only in its aesthetic appeal but also in its ability to convey 

deeper meanings and evoke profound emotions. The poem goes beyond a mere description of physical 

attractiveness, delving into the realms of morality, virtue, and the complexities of human nature. It invites 

readers to contemplate the interplay between light and darkness, suggesting that true beauty is not merely 

superficial but encompasses both external and internal qualities. 

 

“She Walks in Beauty” by Lord Byron is a timeless poem that explores the concept of beauty and its enduring 

significance. It serves as a contemplation of the divine and carries relevance that distinguishes it from the 

present day. The poem’s ability to transcend time highlights the lasting impact of poetry and its ability to 

remain relevant across the generations. 
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The present study “The Subtle Language of Assumptions: A Pragmatic Analysis of Implied Meanings in ‘She 

Walks in Beauty’ with J.L. Austin’s Theoretical Lens,” aims to delve into implied meanings within the poem 

through the lens of Austin’s theoretical framework. This pragmatic analysis seeks to uncover the subtle 

language of the assumptions present in the poem, shedding light on the deeper layers of significance that 

contribute to its aesthetic and emotional impacts. 

 

One aspect that distinguishes “She Walks in Beauty” is the ability to resonate with contemporary poetry. 

Although many poems may fade into obscurity over time, this composition remains relevant. This serves as 

an illustration of the timeless nature of poetry, wherein the beauty and meaning of a poem can be applied to 

the present moment. The poem’s capacity to evoke emotions and capture the essence of beauty ensures its 

continued appreciation and relevance in today’s world. 

 

Beauty, as depicted in the poem, remains constant over time, even as beauty standards evolve. Lord Byron 

effectively conveys the multifaceted nature of beauty through the contrast between darkness and light. The 

interplay between these elements represents the concealed and intrinsic aspects of beauty (darkness) as well 

as the external and readily apparent beauty (light). By exploring this duality, the poem emphasizes that true 

beauty lies in the balance between these contrasting elements. 

 

Furthermore, the poem highlights the subjectivity of beauty, as its meaning and interpretation vary from 

individual to individual. Beauty is not a singular concept but rather flexible and open to different perspectives. 

Lord Byron’s portrayal of beauty through the balance of darkness and light demonstrates that perfection is 

achieved when these elements harmonize. True beauty is revealed through this ideal balance. 

 

Significance of the study 

This research employs J.L. Austin’s theoretical lens to conduct a pragmatic analysis of “She Walks in Beauty.” 

Austin’s pioneering work laid the groundwork for the “Speech Acts Theory,” which has introduced pragmatic 

considerations to philosophy. By examining the implied meanings and assumptions within the poem, this study 

aims to uncover the subtle language at play and explore how these assumptions shape the interpretation and 

reception of the poem. This analysis contributes to a deeper understanding of the interplay between language, 

assumptions, and meaning in poetic communication, enriching our interpretation and appreciation of the 

implied meaning of the poem. 

 

In 2017, Abdul Razzaq Darweesh analyzedWilliam Wordsworth's “The Solitary Reaper” and Lord Byron’s 

“She Walks in Beauty,” specifically focusing on the significance of the image of “woman” in both poems. 

This research aimed to interpret each poem separately using imagery as a literary and rhetorical device. A 

comparative analysis was conducted to highlight the central image of “woman” and the minor images used to 

emphasize the importance of “woman” in both poems. 

 

In 2019, Suryandari et al. conducted a study on the discourse on beauty during the Romanticist era, specifically 

examining the works of Lord Byron. This study provides valuable insights into the concept of beauty during 

the Romanticist era, highlighting the connection between physical, intellectual, and natural beauty, as well as 

the critical role beauty played in shaping the cultural and social discourse of the time. 

 

In her  argument, Stina Backstrom (2020) challenges the validity of Austin’s distinction between illocution 

and perlocution, asserting that it necessitates an additional philosophical investigation and a critical 

examination of underlying assumptions. Backstrom proposed an alternative conception of telling, contending 

that it holds no inherent superiority or inferiority compared to the conceptions rooted in the 

illocutionary/perlocutionary distinction. Furthermore, she draws attention to the philosophical dialectic 

underlying the distinction, which is reminiscent of discussions in the philosophy of perception. This parallel 

strengthens the argument that the illocutionary/perlocutionary distinction carries problematic assumptions and 
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warrants a re-evaluation of its conceptual framework. 

 

In 2021, Septi Mulyaningsih analyzed Lord Byron’s poem, focusing on the types of figures of speech used 

and their meaning in describing a woman. This study aimed to identify and examine the figures of speech 

employed by Byron, including simile, personification, metaphor, alliteration, synecdoche, and hyperbole. 

These literary devices were found to enhance the beauty of the poem and create vivid illustrations for readers, 

allowing them to imagine the beauty of women more vividly.  

 

In 2022,  Gurpreet Kaur et al. examined the application of English poetry as a subject in costume design, 

focusing specifically on romanticism of life and beauty. A comprehensive analysis was conducted to determine 

whether the literary works of William Wordsworth, John Keats, P.B. Shelley, and Lord Byron could inspire 

novel approaches to costume design. and investigated the visual representation of these thematic elements, 

focusing specifically on the connection between wearable art, aesthetics, and literature. 

 

In 2022, Philip Mills supported the elimination of poetry and other’ parasitic words from his 

evaluation.  Cavell’s reinterpretation of perlocutions as ‘passionate utterances’ offers a more efficient 

theoretical framework for analyzing poetic events. Examining Austin from a Cavellian perspective provides 

insights into the parasitic functions that Austin dismissed and integrates poetry into the philosophy of 

language. 

 

Research Gap 

Despite the existing studies on Lord Byron’s poem “She Walks in Beauty,” there remains a research gap 

regarding the pragmatic analysis of implied meanings within the poem using J.L. Austin’s theoretical lens. 

None of these studies specifically explored the subtle language of assumptions and implied meanings within 

the poem. To address this research gap, a pragmatic analysis is necessary to unravel the underlying layers of 

meaning and assumptions conveyed in “She Walks in Beauty” by applying J.L. Austin’s theoretical lens.  

 

This analysis explores how a poem’s language and structure subtly imply certain meanings and assumptions 

that may not be explicitly stated. Utilizing Austin’s theories of speech acts, including locutionary, 

illocutionary, and perlocutionary acts, as well as the concept of performative language, this study seeks to 

provide a more profound understanding of the poem’s implied meanings and to shed light on the intricate 

nuances inherent in the text. 

 

Research Problem 

The research problem identified is the lack of a pragmatic analysis that utilizes Austin’s theoretical lens to 

examine the implied meanings and assumptions conveyed in Lord Byron’s poem, “She Walks in Beauty.” 

There is a research gap pertaining to the investigation of how a poem’s language and structure communicate 

subtly certain meanings and assumptions that are not explicitly stated. 

 

Main Research Question 

The main research question for this study, “The Subtle Language of Assumptions: A Pragmatic Analysis of 

Implied Meanings in ‘She Walks in Beauty’ with J.L. Austin’s Theoretical Lens,” was: 

 

How do the pragmatic presuppositions, as analyzed through J.L. Austin’s theoretical lens, contribute to the 

implied meanings and overall communication dynamics in Lord Byron’s poem “She Walks in Beauty”? 

 

Sub Questions 

The following research questions are interlinked with the main research question. Each sub-question addresses 

different aspects of the main research question and contributes to a comprehensive analysis of the poem’s 

pragmatic presuppositions and communicative dynamics.  
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1. How can Austin’s theory of presupposition be applied to conduct a pragmatic analysis of Lord Byron’s 

poem “She Walks in Beauty” to uncover the implied meanings and assumptions embedded in the poem’s 

communicative dynamics? 

2. What are the shared knowledge, assumptions, and cultural references within “She Walks in Beauty” that 

contribute to the formation of pragmatic presuppositions, and how do these presuppositions shape the overall 

meaning of the poem? 

3. Through close reading and textual analysis, what instances of pragmatic presuppositions can be identified 

in “She Walks in Beauty” and how do they affect the interpretation and reception of the poem? 

4. How does the application of a pragmatic framework enhance our understanding of the poet’s intentions and 

the intricate layers of meaning in “She Walks in Beauty”? 

5. What practical applications can be derived from the study of pragmatic presuppositions in poetic 

communication and how can the findings contribute to literary and language teaching, promote cultural 

awareness, and enhance the understanding of language functions in poetry? 

 

All of these research questions address the need to fill the research gap by conducting a pragmatic analysis of 

“She Walks in Beauty” using Austin’s theory of presupposition. These questions explored the implied 

meanings and assumptions in the poem, the influence of shared knowledge and cultural references on 

pragmatic presuppositions, and the impact of these presuppositions on interpretation and reception. 

Furthermore, the research questions investigated how the application of a pragmatic framework enhances the 

understanding of the poet’s intentions and intricate layers of meaning.  

 

Finally, the research questions consider the practical implications of studying pragmatic presuppositions in 

poetry, including their relevance to literary and language teaching, cultural awareness, and understanding of 

language functions in poetic communication. The research questions were aligned to the research methods 

used in this study. 

 

Rationale for the Theoretical Framework 

Austin’s theoretical lens, known as speech act theory, provides a framework for analyzing language beyond 

its literal meaning and explores the performative aspects of communication. Austin’s theory suggests that 

utterances not only convey information but also perform actions and have social implications. This lens is 

especially relevant in literary analysis, as it allows researchers to delve into the implied meanings, intentions, 

and effects of the language used in literary works. 

 

According to Austin, there are three main types of speech act: locutionary, illocutionary, and perlocutionary. 

The locutionary act refers to the basic act of uttering words and conveying their literal meaning. The 

illocutionary act extends beyond its literal meaning and focuses on the intended force or effect of the speech 

act, such as making a request, giving an order, or expressing an opinion. The perlocutionary act considers the 

impact or response of a speech act on the listener or audience. 

 

Applying Austin’s theoretical lens involves examining how the language and structure of a literary work 

implies certain meanings, assumptions, and intentions that may not be explicitly stated. It involves 

investigating the illocutionary force behind the author's choice of words, exploring the performative nature of 

language in creating specific effects on the reader, and analyzing the perlocutionary impact of the text on the 

audience's understanding and interpretation. 

 

The uniqueness of this study lies in its innovative methodology, which combines pragmatic analysis and an 

exploration of implied meanings in “She Walks in Beauty’.” Additionally, it stands out for its critical 

examination of the assumptions underlying Austin’s distinction and investigation of parallel and philosophical 

dialectics. These aspects collectively contribute to a fresh and distinctive approach to understanding the 

linguistic elements and pragmatic assumptions of the poem. 
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Research Method 

To address the research question, this study  employed a qualitative research design to analyze Byron the poem 

“She Walks in Beauty.” According to Denzin and Lincoln (2018, p. 3), qualitative research involves 

interpretive and naturalistic approaches that enable a natural understanding of phenomena. This method allows 

for an in-depth exploration of the implied meanings and assumptions within the poem “She Walks in Beauty” 

and the pragmatic presuppositions embedded in its communicative dynamics. By closely examining the 

language, structure, and poetic devices used in the poem, researchers can uncover the subtle nuances and 

hidden implications that contribute to understanding the poet’s intentions and the intricate layers of meaning. 

 

Data Collection 

This study gathered rich and nuanced insights into the poem “She Walks in Beauty” and its pragmatic 

presuppositions. A qualitative research design was chosen for the study, allowing for an interpretive and 

naturalistic exploration of the poem’s implied meanings and assumptions. In this research, Lord Byron’s poem 

“She Walks in Beauty” serves as the primary corpus for analysis. Researchers closely examined the poem’s 

language, structure, and poetic devices to uncover its hidden implications and nuances. By conducting textual 

analysis, they aimed to identify pragmatic presuppositions and explore how these assumptions contribute to 

the overall meaning of the poem. To provide a broader perspective, the researchers reviewed relevant 

documents and literary criticism, which offered insights into Lord Byron’s intentions, the historical context 

surrounding the poem, and its critical reception. 

 

Analysis 

Using these rigorous methodologies and data collection procedures, this study sought to achieve a 

comprehensive understanding of “She Walks in Beauty” and its implications. It emphasizes a careful analysis 

of the poem’s language and meaning while recognizing the inherent subjectivity in the interpretation process.  

 

First Stanza 

She walks in beauty, like the night 

Of cloudless climes and starry skies; 

And all that’s best of dark and bright 

Meet in her aspect and her eyes; 

Thus mellowed to that tender light 

Which heaven to gaudy day denies. 

 

“She walks in beauty, like the night” : The underlined phrase presupposes the existence of a woman who 

possesses beauty. This assumes that the audience is aware of women’s physical movements and appearance. 

The comparison to night implies qualities of elegance, mystery, and tranquillity associated with night. 

 

“Of cloudless climes and starry skies;”: This phrase presupposes the existence of cloudless and starry 

environments. This assumption assumes that the audience is familiar with these atmospheric conditions and 

can appreciate the clear and dazzling qualities described.. 

 

“And all that’s best of dark and bright,”: This line presumes the existence of contrasting elements of darkness 

and brightness. This assumption assumes that the audience understands these opposing qualities and their 

potential combinations. This suggests that the woman embodies the best qualities of both darkness and 

brightness, creating a harmonious and captivating beauty. 

 

“Meet in her aspect and her eyes,”: The phrase supposes the presence of the woman’s facial expression and 

eyes. It is assumed that an audience can observe these features. This suggests that a woman’s beauty is not 

solely physical, but also reflects her inner qualities, as the contrasting elements converge in her appearance. 

 

“Thus mellowed to that tender light,”: In this line, the word “mellowed” presupposes a prior state of intensity 
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or brightness. It is assumed that the audience understands the transition. The phrase suggests that a woman’s 

beauty is softened or refined to a tender light, indicating a gentle and soothing quality. 

 

“Which heaven to gaudy day denies.”: This phrase presupposes the existence of an alternative to the 

gaudiness of daylight: it is assumed that the audience can envision this contrast. This suggests that women’s 

beauty resembles the celestial beauty of heaven, which is denied to the garishness of the daytime. 

 

Discussion: This analysis of the first stanza demonstrates Austin’s theory of presupposition. The language 

and imagery used in the poem create implicit meanings and assumptions about women’s beauty, highlighting 

their elegance, balance, and subtlety. The poet’s choice of words and metaphors invites readers to interpret 

and engage with implied meanings, thereby revealing the intricate layers of beauty described in the poem. The 

poet presupposes the existence of certain elements, assumes the audience’s familiarity with various concepts, 

and uses language and metaphors to convey women’s beauty and contrast to the overwhelming brightness of 

the day. 

 

Second Stanza 

One shade the more, one ray the less, 

Had half impaired the nameless grace 

Which waves in every raven tress, 

Or softly lightens o’er her face; 

Where thoughts serenely sweet express, 

How pure, how dear their dwelling-place. 

 

“One shade the more, one ray the less,” : This statement suggests that any little alteration in the equilibrium 

between light and darkness would reduce a woman’s attractiveness. It is assumed that there is a fragile balance 

between the light and dark conditions. Utilizing poetic methods such as parallel organization and numerical 

imagery produces a rhythmic and balanced impact. 

 

“Had half impaired the nameless grace.” : This expression presupposes the existence of a grace that can be 

potentially diminished. This finding suggests that women’s beauty is nameless and indescribable. The use of 

the past tense "had" implies a hypothetical scenario. The word "impaired" implies a decrease in quality or 

perfection. 

 

“Which waves in every raven tress,” : The word “waves” implies a flowing and undulating movement, 

suggesting that the grace mentioned earlier is embodied in the woman’s flowing black hair. This metaphorical 

use of language adds depth and imagery to the descriptions of beauty. 

 

“Or softly lightens o’er her face;” : The word “lightens” suggests a gentle illumination that delicately 

enhances the beauty of the woman’s face. This conveys a subtle sense of radiance and brightness. The use of 

the adverb "softly" emphasizes the gentle and understated nature of this light. 

 

“Where thoughts serenely sweet express,”: This line presupposes the existence of the woman’s thoughts and 

their ability to be expressed through her countenance. This suggests that her facial expressions reflected serene 

and sweet thoughts. The use of alliteration with the repeated “s” sound adds musical and soothing qualities to 

the line. 

 

“How pure, how dear their dwelling-place.” : This line of thought presupposes the existence of a place of 

residence for women. It is assumed that her thoughts have the place or realm in which they reside. The 

adjectives “pure” and “dear” convey a sense of sanctity and preciousness associated with this dwelling-place. 

 

Discussion : In this excerpt, Austin’s theoretical lens helps us analyze the presuppositions and speech acts 
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present in the lines. The poet presupposes certain aspects such as the delicate balance between light and 

darkness, the existence of grace and thoughts, and the presence of a dwelling place for these thoughts. The use 

of poetic devices such as metaphors, alliteration, and parallel structures enhances the imagery and emotional 

impact of the lines, adding depth and beauty to the description of the woman’s allure. 

 

Third Stanza 

And on that cheek, and o’er that brow, 

So soft, so calm, yet eloquent, 

The smiles that win, the tints that glow, 

But tell of days in goodness spent, 

A mind at peace with all below, 

A heart whose love is innocent! 

 

“And on that cheek, and o’er that brow,” : This phrase presupposes the existence and visibility of the 

woman’s facial features. It is assumed that the audience is aware of these specific areas on their face. The use 

of the prepositions "on" and "o'er" emphasizes the physical location of these features. 

 

“So soft, so calm, yet eloquent,” : The adjectives “soft” and “calm” presuppose certain qualities about the 

woman’s appearance and demeanor. They assumed that the audience understands and perceives these 

attributes. The word “eloquent” suggests that her expression communicates effectively or speaks in volume. 

 

“The smiles that win, the tints that glow,”: This phrase presupposes the presence of smiles and colorful hues. 

It is assumed that the audience can observe and appreciate these facial expressions and colors. The use of the 

verbs “win” and “glow” implies the positive impact and radiance they possess. 

 

“But tell of days in goodness spent,” : This line presupposes that the smiles and tints reveal information about 

the woman’s past experiences. It is assumed that the audience can interpret these expressions as indications of 

the days lived in virtue and goodness. The use of the verb “tell” suggests that her appearance conveys a 

narrative or story. 

 

“A mind at peace with all below,” : This phrase presupposes the existence of the woman’s mental state. This 

assumes that her mind is in a state of tranquility and harmony with the world. The use of the preposition “with” 

implies a sense of unity and acceptance. 

 

“A heart whose love is innocent!”: This phrase presupposes the existence of a woman’s emotional state and 

love. It assumes that her heart is pure and untainted, emphasizing her sincerity and lack of malice in matters 

of love. The use of exclamation marks adds both emphasis and intensity to this statement. 

 

Discussion: J.L. Austin’s theoretical framework helps to analyze the fundamental assumptions and 

communication activities seen in the lines. The poet assumes that the woman’s facial features are obvious, 

showing gentleness, calmness, and expressiveness through smiles and vibrant colors. The poem implies the 

disclosure of her previous encounters, inner virtue, tranquil mental condition, and purity of her heart’s 

affection. Employing literary techniques such as vivid descriptions, contrast, and exclamation enhances 

imagery, emotional impact, and emphasis on lines, depicting the woman’s inner and outer beauty. 

 

Nuanced Layers of Meaning  

Speech Acts: The poem employs descriptive language and metaphorical comparisons to convey women’s 

beauty. It uses speech acts to evoke emotions, create vivid imagery, and engage the audience's imagination. 

 

Example line: “She walks in beauty, like the night.” 
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Implication: The line presupposes the existence of a woman and assumes that the audience is aware of her 

physical movement. This implies that her walking style has a certain quality of beauty, similar to the night. 

The speech act comparing her to night evokes a sense of elegance, mystery, and serenity, inviting the audience 

to envision her captivating presence. 

 

Presuppositions: This poem presupposes the existence of a cloudless and starry environment. It is assumed 

that audiences are familiar with these atmospheric conditions. 

 

Example line: “Of cloudless climes and starry skies.” 

 

Implication: This line of thought presupposes the existence of cloudless and starry environments, assuming 

that audiences can imagine them. The speech act of describing the woman in connection with these natural 

elements suggests beauty that reflects clarity, brilliance, and celestial allure. This engages the audience's 

imagination and evokes a sense of wonder and admiration. 

 

Presuppositions: The poem presupposes the presence of women’s facial expressions and eyes. It is assumed 

that an audience can observe these features. 

 

Example line: “Meet in her aspect and her eyes.” 

 

Implication: This line of thought presupposes the existence of women’s facial aspects and eyes. It is assumed 

that the audience perceives these physical attributes. The speech act describing her aspect and eyes suggests 

that her beauty is not merely superficial, but also emanates from her inner qualities. This implies a convergence 

of contrasting elements in her appearance, captivating the audience with her allure. 

 

By applying Austin’s theoretical lens to Lord Byron’s poem, this study uncovered the implications of speech 

acts that enhance our understanding of women’s beauty. The poem presupposes certain elements, assumes the 

audience’s familiarity with concepts, and uses language to evoke emotions and create vivid images. Through 

these implications and speech acts, the poem invites the audience to appreciate the woman’s captivating 

presence and beauty that she embodies. 

 

Focusing on Speech Acts 

 

“She walks in beauty, like the night” : The speech act here is a simile, comparing the woman’s walking to 

the night. This comparison evokes a sense of grace, elegance and mystery. It engages in the audience's 

imagination and paints a vivid image of their captivating presence. 

 

“That softness which beneath the surface lies” : In this line, the speech act is metaphorical. Byron describes 

a woman’s softness as something hidden beneath the surface. This metaphor suggests that her beauty goes 

beyond mere physical appearance and resides in her inner qualities. This invites the audience to perceive their 

depth and sensitivity. 

 

“A mind at peace with all below.”: Here, the speech act was descriptive. Byron describes the woman’s mind 

as being at peace with everything below. This implies a sense of serenity, acceptance and harmony. This 

finding suggests that her inner calmness contributes to her overall beauty. 

 

“One shade the more, one ray the less”: This line contains a speech act of contrast. Byron used the contrast 

between shade and rays to convey the delicate balance of women’s beauty. This implies that even a slight 

change in this balance diminishes her allure: This emphasizes the importance of maintaining an equilibrium 

in her appearance. 
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“Where thoughts serenely sweet express.” : This line involves a speech act of personification. Byron 

personifies thoughts as serenely sweet. This personification emphasizes the gentleness and positivity of her 

thoughts. This suggests that her inner world reflects her outward beauty, and adds to her captivated presence. 

 

Through these speech acts, Lord Byron employs descriptive language, similes, metaphors, contrasts, and 

personification to convey the nuanced layers of women’s beauty. The poem engages with the audience's 

emotions, evokes vivid imagery, and invites them to explore the depths of her allure beyond its mere physical 

attributes. This reveals the interconnectedness of inner and outer beauty, and the delicate balance that adds to 

her captivating presence. 

 

The Idea of Eloquent Communication 

“She walks in beauty, like the night” : The line suggests that the woman’s beauty communicates a story, akin 

to the eloquent communication of the night. The night has its own languages of serenity, mystery, and silence. 

Comparing the woman to the night, the poem implies that her beauty carries a similar narrative through her 

physical presence. 

 

“Which heaven to gaudy day denies.” : This line implies that women’s beauty communicates a distinction 

between heavenly and artificial. This suggests that her allure rejected ostentation and embraced a more genuine 

and serene expression. By contrasting heavenly beauty with the gaudiness of daylight, the poem emphasizes 

the eloquence of a woman’s presence in conveying a deeper meaning. 

 

“A mind at peace with all below” : The poem suggests that the woman’s inner peace and self-possession are 

reflected in her outer beauty. Her serene mind communicates a narrative of contentment and harmony with the 

surrounding world. This implies that her beauty communicates not only through physical appearance but also 

through her inner state of being. 

 

“Where thoughts serenely sweet express.” : This line suggests that the woman’s thoughts are eloquently 

expressed through her beauty. Her expressions, smiles, and tints convey a narrative of virtuous experiences 

and hearts that are untainted by impure love. This implies that her beauty communicates not only through 

physical features but also through the emotions and values she embodies. 

 

By applying Austin’s theoretical lens, this study uncovered the nuanced layer of meaning in Lord Byron’s 

poem, highlighting the idea that women’s beauty and presence communicate meanings beyond words. Her 

expression, serenity, and virtuous experiences are conveyed through her physical appearance, inviting the 

audience to understand and appreciate the deeper narrative communicated through her beauty. 

 

The Notion of Harmony with the World 

“She walks in beauty, like the night” 

A comparison of women’s beauty to night suggests a harmonious relationship with the external world. Night 

is often associated with calmness, serenity, and acceptance of one’s surroundings. By likening the woman to 

night, the poem implies that she embodies these qualities, indicating her harmonious connection with the 

environment. 

 

“A mind at peace with all below” 

This line directly states that the woman’s mind is at peace with everything below, implying an inner harmony 

with the world around her. This suggests that she possesses a sense of acceptance, composure, and equanimity 

in her thoughts and emotions, further emphasizing her harmonious relationship with her surroundings. 

 

“Where thoughts serenely sweet express”: This phrase “thoughts serenely sweet” suggests that the woman’s 

thoughts are gentle, tranquil, and in harmony with the world. This implies that positivity and a serene outlook, 

which is expressed outwardly, characterize her inner world. This finding reinforces the idea of a harmonious 
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connection with one’s surroundings. 

 

Lord Byron suggests that the lady depicted in the poem is in harmony with herself and her surroundings. Her 

beauty mirrors the balance that she sees in her graceful demeanor and serene. This poem highlights her 

acceptance, inner peace, and harmonious connection with the external world, encouraging the listener to 

admire the tranquil essence that she represents. 

 

Analysis of Pragmatic Presupposition and its Effect 

The pragmatic presuppositions in Lord Byron’s poem “She Walks in Beauty” contribute to its overall meaning 

in several ways.  

 

How these presuppositions affect the poem’s message? 

Presupposition: The existence of a woman possessing beauty, grace, and captivating presence. 

 

Effect: This presupposition set the foundation for the poem’s exploration of women’s beauty and its impact. 

It establishes the poem’s focus on the qualities and allure of this particular woman, shaping the overall meaning 

as an ode to her captivating presence. 

 

Presupposition: The recognition and appreciation of the audience for the woman’s qualities. 

Effect: This presupposition assumes that the audience shares the poet’s admiration of women’s beauty. It 

creates a sense of universality in appreciating aesthetic beauty, fostering a connection between the poet, 

audience, and subject of the poem. The poem’s overall meaning is strengthened by this shared appreciation as 

it invites the audience to join in celebrating women’s beauty. 

 

Presupposition: Familiarity with cloudless climates, starry skies, and contrasting elements of shade and rays. 

 

Effect: These presuppositions assume the audience's familiarity with natural elements and their contrasting 

qualities. By evoking images of cloudless skies, starry nights, and a delicate balance between shade and rays, 

the poem taps into shared experiences and cultural associations. This enhances overall meaning by creating 

vivid imagery and providing a context for understanding women’s beauty through these familiar references. 

 

Presupposition: The ability to observe the woman’s facial aspect and eyes. 

 

Effect: This presupposition assumes that the audience can perceive and appreciate women’s facial expressions 

and beauty in their eyes. This suggests that the woman’s allure goes beyond physical appearance and includes 

the emotions and depth conveyed through her gaze. This presupposition adds depth to the poem’s meaning by 

emphasizing the importance of inner beauty and power of expression. 

 

Overall, the pragmatic presuppositions in “She Walks in Beauty” shape the poem’s overall meaning by 

establishing a focus on the woman’s beauty, assuming the shared appreciation of the audience, evoking 

familiar imagery, and emphasizing the significance of inner qualities. These presuppositions contribute to the 

poem’s celebration of beauty, inviting the audience to appreciate the captivating presence of the woman and 

layers of meaning that her beauty carries. 

 

Practical Applications for Literary and Language Teaching 

Pragmatic presuppositions play a crucial role in understanding poetic communication as they provide valuable 

insights into the meaning and interpretation of a poem. When applied to Lord Byron’s “She Walks in Beauty,” 

these presuppositions offer practical applications for literary and language teaching.  

 

Potential Applications 

Enhancing Interpretation: Pragmatic presuppositions help us uncover the underlying assumptions and shared 
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knowledge embedded in a poem. By identifying these presuppositions in “She Walks in Beauty,” readers gain 

a deeper understanding of the poem’s intended meaning. This understanding allows for more nuanced 

interpretations, enabling readers to appreciate the layers of beauty, harmony, and serenity conveyed by the 

poem. 

 

Engaging with Cultural and Literary Context: Pragmatic presuppositions in poetry often rely on a shared 

cultural and literary knowledge. By recognizing these presuppositions in “She Walks in Beauty,” readers can 

connect the poem to broader cultural and literary contexts. This engagement fosters a deeper appreciation of 

the poem’s historical significance, the conventions of Romantic poetry, and its intentions, thus providing 

valuable insights into the poem’s place within the literary canon. 

 

Developing Critical Thinking Skills: Analyzing pragmatic presuppositions in poetry encourages readers to 

think critically about the assumptions and implications inherent in the text. When examining “She Walks in 

Beauty,” students can explore the presuppositions regarding beauty, harmony, and the relationship between 

inner and outer qualities. This exercise helps develop students' critical thinking skills as they evaluate the 

poem’s messages, challenge assumptions, and engage in thoughtful discussions. 

 

Enhancing Language Teaching: Pragmatic presuppositions offer practical applications for language teaching 

by highlighting the importance of context and shared knowledge in communication. Teachers can use “She 

Walks in Beauty” as a teaching tool to illustrate how presuppositions shape meaning in poetic language. By 

guiding students to identify and analyze presuppositions in the poem, educators can enhance their language 

proficiency, critical thinking abilities, and cultural awareness. 

 

Fostering Creativity and Expression: Understanding pragmatic presuppositions in poetry encourages students 

to explore their own creativity and develop their expressive abilities. By examining the presuppositions in 

“She Walks in Beauty,” students can learn how poets use language, imagery, and metaphors to convey 

meaning. This can inspire students to experiment with their own poetic expressions using presuppositions to 

craft their own evocative and meaningful works. 

 

Thus, the importance of pragmatic presuppositions lies in their ability to deepen understanding of poetic 

communication. By applying this understanding to “She Walks in Beauty,” educators can provide valuable 

insights to students, promote critical thinking skills, enhance language teaching, and encourage creative 

expression. These practical applications enable students to engage more profoundly with poetry and develop 

a lifelong appreciation for the power and beauty of language. 

 

Research Questions 

Q1: How can J. L. Austin’s theory of presupposition be applied to conduct a pragmatic analysis of Lord 

Byron’s poem,  “She Walks in Beauty” to uncover the implied meanings and assumptions embedded in the 

poem’s communicative dynamics? 

 

The presupposition of the audience's shared admiration for women’s beauty in Lord Byron’s poem,  “She 

Walks in Beauty,” significantly shaped the communicative dynamics of the poem. This assumption has 

influenced the meaning and interpretation of the poem in several ways. 

 

Universality of Beauty: The presupposition that the audience shares a speaker’s admiration for women’s 

beauty creates a sense of universality. This implies that the qualities of beauty and grace possessed by women 

are universally recognized and appreciated. This assumption allows the poem to resonate with readers across 

time and cultural boundaries, emphasizing the timeless nature of aesthetic appeal. 

 

Establishing a Connection: By assuming the audience’s shared admiration, the speaker establishes a 

connection between the reader and the subject of the poem. This connection invites readers to participate in 
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celebrations of beauty and engage them emotionally. This presupposition creates a bond between the speaker, 

audience, and woman being described, fostering a sense of shared experience and appreciation. 

 

Emphasizing the Power of Beauty: The presupposition of shared admiration underscores the significance and 

power of beauty. This suggests that beauty can captivate, inspire, and transcend individual preferences. The 

poem’s meaning is influenced by this assumption as it highlights the transformative and uplifting qualities of 

beauty, inviting the audience to reflect on its impact on their lives. 

 

Implying a Standard of Beauty: The presupposition of shared admiration implies a certain standard of beauty. 

It is assumed that the audience aligns with the speaker’s perception of being aesthetically pleasing. This 

assumption shapes the interpretation of the poem, as it reflects the prevailing ideals of beauty during Lord 

Byron’s time. This invites discussions on societal standards, cultural influences, and the subjective nature of 

beauty. 

 

Evoking Emotional Response: The presupposition of shared admiration elicits an emotional response from 

the audience. Assuming that the audience also finds the woman’s beauty captivating, the poem aims to evoke 

a sense of awe, admiration, and perhaps envy. This emotional engagement adds depth to the poem’s meaning, 

as it taps into the universal human response to beauty and its ability to stir emotions. 

Lines 3-4: 

“And all that's best of dark and bright 

Meet in her aspect and her eyes” 

 

In these lines, the presupposition is that the audience shares the speaker’s admiration for the beauty of women. 

The use of the word “all” suggests that the woman possesses qualities that are universally recognized as 

beautiful. The presupposition of shared admiration establishes a sense of universality, implying that women’s 

beauty transcends their individual or subjective opinions. This assumption fosters a connection between the 

reader and the subject, inviting the audience to join the speaker and appreciate the woman’s captivating 

presence. 

 

Furthermore, the presupposition of shared admiration emphasizes its beauty. This line suggests that the 

woman’s aspect and eyes combine the best qualities of darkness and brightness. This implies that her beauty 

is a transformative quality, bringing together contrasting elements in a harmonious and captivating manner. 

The assumption of shared admiration highlights the significance and impact of beauty, inviting readers to 

reflect on its allure and its ability to evoke emotions. 

 

Q2: What are the shared knowledge, assumptions, and cultural references within “She Walks in Beauty” 

that contribute to the formation of pragmatic presuppositions, and how do these presuppositions shape 

the overall meaning of the poem? 

In the poem “She Walks in Beauty” by Lord Byron, there are shared knowledge, assumptions, and cultural 

references that contribute to the formation of pragmatic presuppositions. These presuppositions helped shape 

the poem’s overall meaning. The key elements to consider are as follows: 

 

Cultural Understanding: The poem was written during the Romantic era, and it assumes a shared cultural 

understanding of beauty, love, and the idealized portrayal of women. Readers are presumed to have knowledge 

of the conventional standards of beauty and the associations attached to them. 

 

The Idealized Woman: The speaker’s description of the woman in the poem assumes cultural agreement with 

the ideals of feminine beauty, grace, and elegance. The presupposition is that readers share a similar perception 

of what constitutes beautiful women. 

 

Romantic Love: The poem presupposes cultural familiarity with the concept of romantic love. Readers are 

http://www.periodicos.ulbra.br/index.php/acta/
https://doi.org/10.57030/ASCI.25.4.AS18


         ISSN: 2178-7727 

 

 

319 

 

Acta Sci., 25(4), 2024 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.57030/ASCI.25.4.AS18  

 

 

 

expected to understand the language and imagery used to convey a speaker’s admiration and affection for 

women. It assumes a shared understanding of the emotions associated with love and the power of its 

expression. 

 

Visual Imagery: The poem relies heavily on visual imagery to depict women’s beauty. This suggests that 

readers can relate to and appreciate the visual descriptions provided. The imagery appeals to readers’ 

imaginations and assumes a shared ability to visualize and interpret the scene. 

 

Cultural Values: The poem reflects the cultural values of the Romantic era, such as the celebration of beauty, 

the idealization of women, and beliefs in the transformative power of love. The presupposition is that readers 

share these values and interpret the poem in that cultural context. 

 

Q3: Through close reading and textual analysis, what instances of pragmatic presuppositions can be 

identified in "She Walks in Beauty," and how do they affect the interpretation and reception of the 

poem? 

By conducting a close reading and textual analysis of “She Walks in Beauty” by Lord Byron, several instances 

of pragmatic presuppositions can be identified. These presuppositions significantly influenced the 

interpretation and reception of the poems.  

 

Presupposition of: 

 Shared Aesthetic Standards: The poem assumes a shared understanding and appreciation of beauty. The 

speaker’s description of the woman presupposes that readers will have similar aesthetic standards and will 

perceive her as beautiful. 

  

Cultural Knowledge: The poem relies on cultural references and assumptions. For instance, the line “She 

walks in beauty, like the night/ Of cloudless climes and starry skies” presupposes that readers are familiar with 

the association of beauty with celestial imagery, emphasizing the woman’s radiant presence. 

 

Emotional Response: The poem presupposes that readers share the speaker’s emotional response to women’s 

beauty. The description of her appearance assumes that readers are moved and captivated by her grace and 

radiance. 

 

Idealized Femininity: The poem presupposes a cultural understanding of idealized femininity. The speaker’s 

depiction of the woman as both innocent and seductive presupposes that readers recognize and appreciate 

these qualities as desirable and admirable. 

 

The pragmatic presuppositions shape the interpretation and reception of the poem in following ways: 

Reader Engagement: The Presuppositions create a sense of engagement between the readers and the speaker. 

Readers are invited to see through the speaker’s eyes and share their admiration for women’s beauty, fostering 

a connection between the reader, speaker, and subject. 

 

Emotional Response: By presupposing a shared emotional response, the poem aims to evoke similar feelings 

in the readers. Readers are expected to feel the same awe and appreciation for women’s beauty, strengthening 

the emotional impact of the poem. 

 

Interpretative Framework: Presuppositions provide an interpretative framework for readers to understand and 

appreciate a poem. Readers are guided to interpret descriptions, imagery, and emotions within the context of 

shared cultural and aesthetic standards. 

 

Cultural Context: Presuppositions anchor the poem within its cultural context, allowing readers to interpret 

and appreciate it within the norms and values of the Romantic era. Cultural references and assumptions shape 

http://www.periodicos.ulbra.br/index.php/acta/
https://doi.org/10.57030/ASCI.25.4.AS18


         ISSN: 2178-7727 

 

 

320 

 

Acta Sci., 25(4), 2024 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.57030/ASCI.25.4.AS18  

 

 

 

readers’ understanding of poems’ themes and meanings. 

 

Q4: How does the application of a pragmatic framework enhance our understanding of the poet’s 

intentions and the intricate layers of meaning in “She Walks in Beauty”? 

The application of a pragmatic framework enhances our understanding of the poet’s intentions and the intricate 

layers of meaning in “She Walks in Beauty” by providing insights into the communicative and contextual 

aspects of the poem.  

 

Contextualizing the Speaker’s Intentions: Pragmatics considers the speaker’s intentions and the context in 

which the poem is produced. By analyzing the poem within a pragmatic framework, we can better understand 

the speaker’s purpose in describing the woman’s beauty and the effect he intends to have on readers. This 

helps us delve into the speaker’s perspective and motivations, shedding light on the emotional and aesthetic 

impacts he seeks to create. 

 

Exploring Implicit Meaning: Pragmatics recognizes that meaning can extend beyond the literal interpretation 

of words. It considers the implied meanings and connotations that arise from the speaker’s choice of language 

and the shared knowledge between the speaker and the audience. Applying a pragmatic framework to “She 

Walks in Beauty” allows us to uncover the implicit meanings embedded in the descriptions and metaphors, 

revealing the speaker’s subjective understanding of beauty and his emotional response to it. 

 

Examining Reader-Text Interaction: Pragmatics emphasizes the interactive nature of communication and the 

audience’s role in constructing meaning. By considering the reader’s perspective and the shared cultural and 

aesthetic knowledge presupposed in the poem, we can better understand how readers engage with the text and 

interpret its meaning. This highlights the reciprocal relationship between the speaker and readers, which 

ultimately influences the reception and interpretation of the poem. 

 

Analyzing Contextual Factors: Pragmatics considers the situational and sociocultural factors that shape 

communication. When applied to “She Walks in Beauty,” a pragmatic framework helps us consider the 

broader cultural context of the Romantic era, societal norms, and values surrounding beauty and femininity. 

This enabled us to interpret the poem within its historical and cultural background, unveiling the layers of 

meaning that arise from these contextual influences. 

 

Uncovering Poetic Devices and Strategies: Pragmatics allows us to analyze the various poetic devices and 

strategies employed in the poem, such as metaphor, imagery, and parallelism, from a communicative 

perspective. This helps us understand how these devices contribute to the speaker’s intended effect, 

emphasizing the emotional impact and aesthetic qualities of women’s beauty. 

 

Q5: What practical applications can be derived from the study of pragmatic presuppositions in poetic 

communication, and how can the findings contribute to literary and language teaching, promoting 

cultural awareness and enhancing understanding of language functions in poetry? 

The study of pragmatic presuppositions in poetic communication has several practical applications that can 

contribute to literary and language teaching, promote cultural awareness, and enhance understanding of 

language functions in poetry.  

 

Literary Analysis and Interpretation: Understanding pragmatic presuppositions helps readers delve into 

deeper layers of meaning in poetry. By analyzing the shared knowledge, assumptions, and cultural references 

embedded in poetic texts, readers can interpret the intended messages and themes more effectively. This 

application enhances literary analysis, enabling readers to engage with the nuances of poetic language and 

appreciate the cultural and contextual influences on poetic communication. 

 

Language Teaching and Learning: Studying pragmatic presuppositions in poetry can enrich language 
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teaching and learning. This allows language learners to explore how language is used in specific contexts, 

enhancing their understanding of the pragmatics and sociocultural aspects of communication. Analyzing 

poetic texts helps learners grasp the cultural connotations, implicatures, and aesthetic qualities of language, 

thus improving their language proficiency and intercultural competence. 

 

Promoting Cultural Awareness: Poetry often reflects cultural values, beliefs, and traditions. By examining 

pragmatic presuppositions in poetry, readers can gain insight into the cultural perspectives and assumptions 

underlying poetic communication. This promotes cultural awareness and sensitivity, fostering deeper 

understanding and appreciation of diverse cultural experiences and perspectives. 

 

Enhancing Language Functions in Poetry: Pragmatic presuppositions shed light on the functions of language 

in poetry, such as evoking emotions, creating imagery, and conveying complex ideas. By studying how poets 

use language to achieve specific communicative goals, readers can develop a deeper understanding of the 

functioning of poetic language. This enhances their ability to analyze and appreciate the aesthetic and 

communicative dimensions of poetry. 

 

Cross-Cultural Understanding: Poetry serves as a bridge between cultures, enabling readers to explore and 

understand different cultural perspectives. By studying pragmatic presuppositions in poetry from various 

linguistic and cultural traditions, readers can develop cross-cultural understanding and empathy. This 

application fosters intercultural communication and appreciation, thereby promoting an inclusive and 

interconnected world. 

 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, applying J.L. Austin’s theory of presupposition to conduct a pragmatic analysis of Lord Byron’s 

poem “She Walks in Beauty” provides valuable insights into the implied meanings, assumptions, and cultural 

references embedded within the poem’s communicative dynamics. By examining the shared knowledge, 

assumptions, and cultural references within the poem, we uncovered the pragmatic presuppositions that shaped 

its overall meaning. 

 

Through close reading and textual analysis, instances of pragmatic presuppositions can be identified in “She 

Walks in Beauty.” These presuppositions, influenced by cultural and historical contexts, contribute to the 

interpretation and reception of the poem. By understanding and analyzing these presuppositions, we gain a 

deeper understanding of the poet’s intentions and the intricate layers of meaning within the poem. 

 

The application of a pragmatic framework enhances our understanding of the communicative aspects of the 

poem. This allows us to explore how the poet uses presuppositions to convey specific meanings and engage 

readers. By studying pragmatic presuppositions in poetic communication, practical applications for literary 

and language teaching can be derived. These findings contribute to promoting cultural awareness and 

enhancing understanding of language functions in poetry. By studying pragmatic presuppositions, readers can 

develop a nuanced appreciation of the poem’s complexities and engage in richer interpretations of poetic texts. 

  

 

Overall, the analysis of pragmatic presuppositions in “She Walks in Beauty” through Austin’s framework 

provides a deeper understanding of the poem’s communicative dynamics, cultural references, and implied 

meanings. This analysis has practical implications for literary and language teaching, fostering cultural 

awareness and promoting a deeper understanding of language functions in poetry. Further research on Lord 

Byron’s “She Walks in Beauty” can be organized into several key avenues, each shedding light on different 

aspects of the poem and its implications: 

 

Comparative Analysis 

Compare “She Walks in Beauty” with other works from the Romantic period. 
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Analyze how pragmatic presuppositions are employed in different literary texts. 

Identify patterns and variations in the communication of implied meanings and assumptions. 

 

Reader Response Analysis 

Investigate how individual backgrounds, cultural knowledge, and assumptions influence interpretation. 

Explore the diverse ways in which readers engage with the poem’s implied meanings. 

Examine the impact of pragmatic presuppositions on readers’ understanding and reception. 

 

Historical and Biographical Context: 

Examine the historical events and cultural influences surrounding the poem’s composition. 

Investigate Lord Byron’s personal experiences and beliefs that may have shaped the pragmatic presuppositions 

in the poem. 

Understand the interplay between the poet’s life and the communicative dynamics of “She Walks in Beauty’.” 

 

Classroom Application 

Develop teaching materials and lesson plans that incorporate the analysis of pragmatic presuppositions in 

poetry. 

Enhances students’ understanding of language functions in poetry and how pragmatic presuppositions 

contribute to meaning. 

Promote cultural awareness and foster critical thinking skills through the study of “She Walks in Beauty’.” 

 

Intertextual Analysis 

Conduct a comparative study of “ She Walks in Beauty”  with other works by Lord Byron and other Romantic 

poets. 

 

Identify thematic connections and divergent perspectives on beauty and aesthetics. 

Explore how pragmatic presuppositions shape the portrayal of beauty in different literary texts. By organizing 

further research using these avenues, scholars can gain a comprehensive understanding of the pragmatic 

presuppositions, reader response, historical and biographical context, and educational applications related to 

Lord Byron’s “She Walks in Beauty.” This structured approach enabled a systematic exploration of the poem’s 

complexities and broader implications for literary analysis and education. 
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