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ABSTRACT

This study investigates the dialectical nature of parliamentary debates by analyzing strategies employed by
British and Iraqi Members of Parliament (MPs) to approve or oppose laws. The research hypothesizes that
parliamentary debates are intrinsically conflicting and that British MPs employ a wider range of methods
than their Iraqi counterparts, based on critical pragmatics theory. The study examines qualitative information
from transcripts of 2023 and 2024 parliamentary sessions. Using Korta and Perry's (2011) referential theory
as a framework, the investigation looks at the attitudes, indexicals, and methods used by MPs to break
conversational maxims. The results show that British and Iraqi MPs use different rhetorical strategies, and
this underscores the need for more empirical study to fully comprehend the dynamics of parliamentary
speech.
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INTRODUCTION

In today's world, debates are often used as persuasive techniques, but parliamentary debates can be more
conflicting due to the differing political norms and beliefs held by Members of Parliament (MPs), who are
often motivated by specific value systems and beliefs. This study aims to investigate the dialectical aspect in
parliamentary debates and identify similarities or differences in strategies used by British and Iraqi MPs to
approve or oppose laws, highlighting the importance of further empirical research.

The dialectic nature of parliamentary debates is influenced by different political ideologies held by MPs. The
formulation of discourses reflects these ideologies and aims to create specific effects. The study
hypothesized that:

1. Parliamentary debates are of conflicting than persuasive nature.

2. The strategies that British MPs use to oppose or approve the passage of a law are more diverse than
those used by Iraqi MPs.

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Critical Pragmatics

"Pragmatics focuses on what is not explicitly stated and on how we interpret utterances in situational
contexts .They are concerned not so much with the sense of what is said as with its force, that is with what is
communicated by the manner and style of an utterance "(AL Tameemi & Farhan). Pragmatics is not only
concerned with the language itself but also with the people who generate it in contrast with traditional
linguistics, which places the utmost emphasis on the components and structures that language users produce
(Mey, 2001). According to Bublitz and Norrick (2011), Pragmatics is defined as "the scientific study of all
aspects of linguistic behavior" (Bublitz and Norrick, 2011, p. 4). Pragmatics, an early paradigm that links
language to context, is a critical and social constructivist approach to discourse studies. The study of
pragmatic ideas and how they are applied to important problems is known as critical pragmatics, or CPs. By
educating language users about the linguistic contexts of power in organizations and societies, it strives to
promote language users' independence and freedom while closely examining language misuse. (Al-Hindawi
and Mohammed, 2018)

"According to the Critical Pragmatic approach, Kepa Korta and John Perry(2011) claim that ,the main
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concern of this approach 1is to deal with the language 1is a means of doing things with words;
the  meanings of sentences and utterances are derived from human intentions; and language combines
with other factors to allow humans to achieve communicative goals when a speaker utters an utterance,
this utterance has some contents. Based on this claim, Korta & Perry show how their approach can handle
the difficulties that traditionally arise from the theoretical use of what is said". (Rashid and Muhammed,
2021)

Critical pragmatics is a sociopragmatics branch that studies social deixis, speech conventions, and language
embedding. It follows the tradition of critical linguistics and concentrates on the social struggle associated
with language barriers. In CDA, critical pragmatics is a sociolinguistic field of study that addresses the many
sociopragmatic language-related topics and highlights the relationship between language and social power
and ideology. Korta and Perry's 2011 book, 'Critical Pragmatics: An Inquiry into Reference and
Communication', defines critical pragmatics as the philosophical status of an utterance, highlighting three
key ideas:

English philosopher Austin's theory of language as a technique for achieving goals is the foundation of this
discovery. According to his argument, speech has a basic form that represents the overall structure of
actions. By creating particular noises, speakers can accomplish a variety of objectives through locutionary,
illocutionary, and perlocutionary activities. According to Grice's theory of communication, our utterances
have a purpose and are driven by M-intentions, which are unique and not just word choices. These intents
are meant to be discerned or comprehended via inference or deductive reasoning. The speaker encodes their
notion into language tokens, which the listener identifies and decodes to comprehend the speaker's goal. This
is how Grice's implicature and meaning theory are related. Perry (2001) distinguishes referential and
reflexive truth-conditions in utterances, influenced by factors like speaker intent, time, place, and addressee.
Perry (2012) emphasizes the need for language philosophy to differentiate between truth-conditions and
utterance content, considering speaker, time, place, objects, utterance needs, and environment. (Korta and
Perry, 2011)

2.2 Parliamentary Debates

Formal and informal debate is important in nearly every human culture. Millions of people like a good
debate, but they don't all argue in the same way, with the same structure, or even in the same language.
Statements such as 'Don't argue with me' or 'I don't want to get into an argument over this', along with other
disagreeable or unpleasant interactions, are examples of arguments. Another way to think of an argument is

as a claim or statement that aims to convince the audience of a certain idea. (John Meany and Kane Shuster,
2003)

The democratically elected parliament is in charge of making sure that the government is responsive and
accountable to its constituents. It represents and advances the interests of both individuals and groups while
participating in free and open discussions on financial records, legislation, and the application of policies.
Parliaments are "open forums where elected representatives engage in arguments over policy," according to
Proksch and Slapin (2015), who see parliamentary debate as "a fundamental part of democratic lawmaking"
that fosters democratic processes of political deliberation, opinion formation, and decision-making in the
public sphere (p.1). Parliamentary culture, political space, connections between the state, market, and civil
society, and governance setting all influence the form, authority, and effectiveness of parliaments. In

committees, party caucuses, and the legislative chamber, members and staff carry out their tasks. (Miiller &
Saalfeld, 1997)

Parliamentary debates are distinguished by an adversarial spirit, which includes position-taking and
polarizing arguments, as well as a cooperative spirit, which involves collaborative decision-making and
cross-party issue resolution. Deliberative politics theorists such as Habermas believe that parliaments are
necessary for social cohesion and legitimacy, differentiating between a 'problem-solving process' and a
‘power producing process' to support MPs' political decisions. (Habermas, 1995)
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In Westminster-system parliaments (the UK parliament and the parliaments of Commonwealth countries),
where MPs and parliamentary committees are subject to party discipline, government accountability refers to
the relationship between the government and opposition parties in parliament. Parliaments that follow the
European model have the opposite situation, with talks in the plenary chamber of Westminster-style
parliaments typically being more important than committee deliberations. Regarding the breadth and focus
of parliamentary procedures, there are two categories of parliaments: debate parliaments and operating
parliaments. (Gallagher, Laver & Mair, 2011)

Parliamentary debates are audience-oriented, performed by parliamentarians in front of a large audience
including voters, the public, and media. They are institutionalized rhetorical forms of activity for group
decision-making, aiming to balance logos (logical argumentation) and pathos (emotion-evoking power).
MPs' speeches aim to question opponents' ethos, political credibility, and moral profile while enhancing their
own ethos. (Ilie, 2010b)

2.3 The Dialectical Aspect of Argumentation

Argumentation is a tool that serves two main functions: defending beliefs and claims, and facilitating
interpersonal interaction through persuasion. It has a dialectical aspect, with both justificatory and
persuasive aspects being dialectical. However, a unified explanation of both parts of reasoning is
challenging. The conventional view suggests that argumentation is a tool for achieving and determining
knowledge, as it can support assertions and beliefs. (Bermejo-Luque, 2006)

Pinto (2001) explains that argumentation is "an attempt to modify conscious attitudes through rational
means" (p. 10). According to him, it is false to suppose that argumentation is limited to promoting specific
'doxastic' views. We may also offer different kinds of defenses for taking positions on propositions other
than doxastic ones. Thus, argumentation may be employed to bolster various doxastic attitudes in addition to
statements. (Pinto, 2001)

Dialectics is a practical discipline focused on developing dialectical talents and evaluating discourse as a
dialectical technique. Dialectics focuses on transmitting beliefs through speech, while argumentation
expresses both beliefs and reasoning. Dialectics encourages agreement on facts, facilitating the coordination
of beliefs and behaviors among people. However, it is prescriptive, consisting of laws guiding actions with
the objective of truth, not persuasion. Dialectics is not applicable to activities that disregard these rules, as
they are fundamentally determined by the activity. Therefore, discussing good or bad dialectics is useless.
Argumentation cannot lead to agreement on beliefs, as we do not choose our beliefs in theory. (Bermejo-
Luque, 2006)

METHODOLOGY

This study uses a qualitative technique to examine the chosen data. The "study of things in their natural
settings, attempting to make sense of, or interpret phenomena in terms of the meanings people bring to
them" is what Denzin and Lincoln (1994) define as qualitative research (Denzin & Lincoln, 1994, p. 2).

The data consists of four British and Iraqi transcripts of parliamentary sessions held during 2023 and 2024.
This study compares British and Iraqi MPs' strategies for opposing or approving a law. The analysis focuses
on dialectical aspects in conversational exchanges. The referential theory of Korta and Perry (2011),
consisting of three primary categories, is adopted in the critical pragmatic level of data analysis.

The first category is the attitude system which is categorized into two faces: cognitive and worldly.
Cognitive faces include mental and behavioral states, views, and hypotheses, while worldly faces provide
information about MPs' beliefs and knowledge. Understanding these faces helps us comprehend members of
Parliament and provides authoritative and truthful views, making them crucial in understanding their
perspectives. (Perry, 2012)
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The second category is that of indexicals. Reference is a communication technique where an MP refers to an
object and predicates about its properties or relation. Indexicals are language expressions used for pointing,
including personal, spatial, temporal, and social deictic phrases.

The third main category is the Strategies of violating the conversational maxims. Grice (1975) posited that
meaningful discourse is characterized by cooperation, and his Cooperative Principle was developed to
encourage accurate, informative, relevant, and clear communication. He classified the concept into four
conversational maxims: the Maxim of quality, quantity, relevance, and manner.

However, Grice also highlighted how people might go against these maxims using strategies like fabrication,
concealment, vagueness, and evasion. According to Grice, adhering to the cooperative principle and its
maxims identifies participants as logical agents. There are, however, four ways in which language users may
not uphold the maxims: violating, flouting, choosing out, and classing. (Saleem & Alattar, 2020)

Violating Grice's maxims results in four strategies which include:

1. Fabrication goes against the quality maxim. It may manifest as declaring something that is wholly untrue
or as failing to offer sufficient proof. (Gupta, Sakamoto & Ortony, 2012)

2. Concealment. According to Ekman (2009), concealment is the deliberate withholding of information.
When a speaker withholds information or gives more information than is necessary in a given circumstance,
they are violating the maxim of quantity.

3. Vagueness. This strategy is used to create a hazy mental image in people in order to protect them from
potential threats and divert attention from irrelevant matters.

4. Evasion. According to Fraser (2010), evasion is the failure that the hearer encounters when the speaker
provides information that does not meet their expectations. The most effective defensive strategy is probably
evasion, which is used to prevent accurate information from being revealed that might undermine someone's
stance.

DATA ANALYSIS

4.1 Sample Qualitative Analysis of the Data

4.1.1 The British Parliamentary debates

Excerpt 1

Mr Speaker, thanks to the mortgage Charter that the chancellor introduced last year. Millions of mortgage
holders across the country are benefiting from support with their mortgages. This is important rather than
take the approach that the Honorable Gentleman Just did is actually focus on the Practical support in place to
help people who do need help and someone on a typical mortgage is able to now save hundreds of pounds.
Thanks to those reforms and actually what we have recently seen is mortgage applications now at a multi-
month high as a result of confidence returning, but if he really cared about helping people with a cost of
living, he would actually do more to celebrate and acknowledge the fact.

Excerpt 2

Mr Speaker, they've crashed the economy, mortgages are through the roof, they've doubled the debt and he
thinks, he thinks he can stand there and lecture other people about fcal responsibility but he didn't answer the
question, hundreds of thousands of people are coming off fixed rate mortgages and facing huge mortgage
increases and the Prime Minister won't even do them the courtesy of answering the question.

A. The Propositional Attitudes Analysis
The Propositional Attitudes Analysis of these texts involves examining the MP's beliefs and attitudes
conveyed in the provided texts. Here are some examples listed in table (1):

Table (1)
The Attitude System in Excerpt land 2
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z 1702
g itional = | E E S
. r o = I
Attitude Resource < | Proposttio 22| B
= | attitude ® a < | <
"thanks to the mortgage Charter" 1 acknowledgment | v/ v
oo are benefltlng" from support 1 satisfaction v/ v
with their mortgages
"Thanks to those reforms... " 1 acknowledgment | v/ v
"a result of confidence returning" 1 satisfaction v v
"they've crashed the economy" 2 | insecurity v v
"mortgages are through the roof.." |2 dissatisfaction v v
"they've doubled the debt" 2 dissatisfaction v v
"facing huge mortgage increases" 2 | insecurity v v/

The expression "thanks to the mortgage Charter that the chancellor introduced last year" seems to be an
expression of appreciation and recognition. The Member of Parliament conveys their appreciation to the
Chancellor for presenting the mortgage charter. Beginning the remark with "thanks to," the MP expresses
gratitude for the policy's beneficial effects and credits the Chancellor's actions for them. Furthermore, the
MP acknowledges the Chancellor's role and obligation in putting policies into action that impact mortgage
holders and perhaps the entire economy by giving the Chancellor credit for the implementation of the
mortgage Charter. The statement "thanks to the mortgage Charter that the chancellor introduced last year"
seems more like a worldly than a cognitive. It is not a statement about mental states or processes of thought,
but rather a reference to a specific policy move (the chancellor's introduction of a mortgage Charter) in the
context of the actual events.

From a critical pragmatic perspective, the dissatisfaction and insecurity expressed in excerpt 2 reflect that
the phrase "crashed the economy" suggests a perception of failure in economic management. This can lead
to widespread dissatisfaction among the population, as economic stability is crucial for individuals' financial
security and overall well-being. The mention of mortgages being "through the roof" indicates an important
increase in mortgage rates or housing costs. This has a direct impact on people's financial stability and may
make them feel insecure about their capacity to pay for housing and sustain their current level of life.
Concerns over the nation's long-term economic stability and fiscal health are raised by the country's doubled
debt. Concerns could exist regarding the viability of such large debt levels as well as the repercussions for
future generations who would be forced to repay it.

In summary, the Propositional Attitudes Analysis in excerpt 1 indicates the MP's faith in the efficacy of
government mortgage programs, disapproval of competing theories, and conviction in the value of helpful
assistance for those in need. In excerpt 2 the statement's expressions of insecurity and dissatisfaction are
indicative of larger worries about the future on a personal and a national level. In order to solve these
economic issues and rebuild trust in the political system and the economy, pragmatists may argue for
practical, evidence-based solutions.

B. The indexical Analysis
Indexicality refers to linguistic elements whose reference depends on the context of the utterance. Some
examples from excerpt (1 and 2) are listed in the following table (2):

Table (2)
The Indexical System in Excerpt 1 and 2
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&
]
"Mr Speaker thanks to the mortgage Charter" 1 v v
"the chancellor introduced last year" 1 v v
"the Honorable Gentleman Just did is actually | 1 v v
focus on the Practical support"
"what we have recently seen is mortgage | 1 v v
applications"
"They've crashed the economy" 2 v v
"he thinks he can stand there and lecture....." 2 v/ e
"Crashed the economy" 2 v v
"Coming off fixed-rate mortgages" 2 v v

"Mr. Speaker" in excerpt 1 designates the specific person who is the Speaker in a parliamentary setting, it
refers to the presiding officer of a legislative body, such as the Speaker of the House of Commons in the UK
Parliament or the Speaker of the House of Representatives in the US Congress. It is a personal indexical
reference that denotes the role of the person to whom the phrase is addressed. "The Honorable Gentleman"
designates a member of parliament and is also a personal indexical reference that denotes the role of the
person to whom it is addressed. The term "last year" refers to a specific point in time relative to the current
discourse. It is a temporal indexical reference, indicating a past period that depends on the context of the
conversation or writing.

In excerpt 2, the pronoun "They" refers to a group or entity being criticized, likely the government or those
in positions of power responsible for economic policies. The pronoun "He" refers to the Prime Minister,
singled out as the subject of criticism for perceived hypocrisy and evasion. The phrase "Crashed the
economy" indicates a past event, suggesting that the economic downturn has already occurred.

C. Conversational Maxims Analysis

Guidelines for efficient communication are offered by Grice's conversational maxims. These maxims can be
violated in a variety of ways, whether intentionally or unintentionally. Table (3) provides some common
instances of both maxims and violations.

Table (3) The Conversational Maxims in Excerpt 1 and 2

Examples of the Max. Conversational Maxims | Violations of C. Maxims
and their violations Excerp M. M. M. M. Con. | Fab. | Eva. | Vag.
t
of of of of
Qua | Qual | Rel. | Man
n. .
"thanks to the mortgage v
Charter that ...... " 1
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"Millions of mortgage | 1 V4
holders across the
country are ...."

"the Honorable | 1 V4
Gentleman Just did is
actually focus on ..."

"someone on a typical | 1 e
mortgage is able to now

save hundreds of

pounds."

"they've  crashed the | 2 e

economy, mortgages are
through the roof, they've
doubled the debt"

"he thinks, he thinks he | 2 v
can stand there"
"the Prime  Minister | 2 v
won't even do them the
courtesy of ..."

In excerpt 1, the MP states that "someone on a typical mortgage is able to now save hundreds of pounds."
This provides a specific example illustrating the financial benefit experienced by individuals due to the
Charter. The increase in mortgage applications indicates a positive trend in the housing market attributed to
the confidence generated by the reforms. The speaker makes broad claims without providing specific data to
support them. For example, stating that "millions of mortgage holders across the country are benefiting from
support with their mortgages" lacks quantifiable evidence. Without specific statistics to back up this claim, it
could be seen as a violation of the quantity maxim.

In excerpt 2, the MP mentions specific issues such as the crashed economy, soaring mortgages, doubled
debt, and the Prime Minister's failure to answer the question. This satisfies the maxim of quantity by giving
sufficient detail to support their argument without providing unnecessary information. The phrase "He
thinks, he thinks he can stand there...", this repetition may be seen as ambiguous, potentially undermining
the clarity of the speaker's argument which can be seen as a violation of the maxim of the manner.

In excerpt 1 and 2, the examples align with the conversational maxims to some extent by presenting
statements as truthful and making implicit assumptions about the positive impact of the mortgage Charter
but there are few potential violations of the maxims of conversation in terms of providing sufficient evidence
and maintaining relevance, and upholding politeness and clarity.

4.1.2 The Iraqi Parliamentary debates

Excerpt 1

DASI @l il e slime Y agually 8 )1 sl 4filieg ildal) aal 8 o sy ol gill adaa (Y1 4l sl o o G )l 83lous
Alia (585 o) el iy (e i) U)ol il s 48 J213 8 ST Yy o3le W) 8 la S5 I sl sy sld lile (e
w Bl sl G pad Clala @llin (5585 () oy A L (e Lo (ailSe ilaad 5 Lialls (il il g 5 (0 ja] dvanade Glula
Odae Jala o3 5 o) gy il jlley (31a & gmsall 138 85 50 Slud s SNy alsal) ) sely 3leti bl (e <Y Ll
Dslls aladl Jlall (ads ) Lliasl) dailiny ol 5ill (udae (8 dine daad i 0685 O el Bl ) Gudaall 2l a5 ol 53l
sl dae Jala alSie aiad A e il Gulae sliae Y 8]

Excerpt 2
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ol (3n eyl (i lly k) Aall ol S 520 M) Ak e (pay Bl o i sl e i Y olal ) Jae
ania (il 4881 aesled) e Jgeanll Jla 8 ol sill oalud) alal M jra 5 cillgaa 3 g Jaadl A g pusall o3 plal o il
adlaal A1 QU Qo Uide | B0 050 Gasbey in 4880 dashadd) e doasy o 4iSay Y ilills agiill alalll 48l e
o At el ol 5 ol il gy i) Jay) guin i g IS 5 il puile shal) Abaall e A4S Lgle Lial 5 ol 5il) Gulaa sloac ]
o Bgay Jsie pe 135 ) sgandl alal 43 ) gim 4y 55 Gl i) Gl D) 5 Ale H 5 Al agladi ) ApulsV) dsnsall s
5l o AV (amy (g aals

A. The Propositional Attitudes Analysis

The Propositional Attitudes Analysis of these texts involves examining the MP's beliefs and attitudes

conveyed in the provided text. Here are some examples listed in table (4):

Table (4) The Attltude System in Excerpt 1 and 2

>¢ Q g g) 2
2 tional ZE 8|3

Attitude Resource < | Propostiona I I = S I =~
= | attitude ® P = | =

Gl sill Galae (Y 4glad salés &) gad" | 1| dissatisfaction v v

adilia  aldall a0 L

"N s

Dby alad clile e I dllat | ] Criticism 4 v/

e Y s S Nl

Gla 5 sS8 o) Galaall auliy e Sl | ] desire v v

"l ) an S im jal deanade iluds

Il Glati claldll e S Lal" | ] frustration |/

"5 S ald Ciladia JASJ ‘d_gﬂ\

slac) dlead ol bl Joes Lde" [ 2 | belief 4 v

il Galaa”

duleshall Llaall e asull Lle" | 2 desire Ve v

;.\St\ﬂ”

o ople e Cilsey Jsie e 1" |2 | evaluation |/

Gl 5ill o AYI [any"

The propositional attitude of this sentence "s_uS Jud Cilitia GlIXS g 4l gall J) galy (312t Ul (30 HISH WA indicates
a state of concern or alarm. The fact that the MP is stating that there are several files pertaining to state
funding and notable corruption agreements suggests that these concerns need to be addressed urgently or
seriously. Terms like "many files," "state funds," and "significant corruption deals" imply a seriousness and
significance of the matter, probably leading to a request for action or inquiry. This sentence (e Sl Lial"
"3 S alud lidia SIS 5 4l sall JI el (3l ikl reflects a statement of fact and frustration. It indicates that there
are many files related to state funds and significant corruption deals. The MP is conveying this information
objectively, without indicating any bias. The tone is critical, implying an impartial portrayal of the
circumstances instead of endorsing a certain viewpoint.

In excerpt 2, the MP believes that there are obstacles and impediments preventing members of parliament
from accessing accurate information necessary for their oversight role in " sbiac! dleal Jalal) aUaill Juaas Wile
sl Gulas™ / "We need to amend the internal system to protect members of parliament". The MP believes
that the role of parliament extends beyond legislation to include oversight over the executive branch. The
MP also evaluates the current situation as unacceptable and identifies it as an unsound position taken by
some deputies in "l s oAV Gy e ailu jie (B8 ga g J e e 1"

Both excerpts 1 and 2 combine both cognitive and worldly elements by communicating a critical perspective
on social concerns and factual facts. In each case, the author expresses a specific attitude towards a
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proposition regarding parliamentary oversight, member protection, and the conduct of deputies.

B. The indexical Analysis
Indexicality refers to linguistic elements whose reference depends on the context of the utterance. Some

examples from excerpt (1 and 2) are listed in the following table (5):

Table (5)The Indexical System in Excerpt 1 and 2

5|2 E| &
8 2 & = = | &
c = = = -
o] ) = E o
3 = = = =) :F.
Indexical Resource - E s | &1 8
(=< a" g
32
sl Galaae Y aglad aalis ol (gas i Hl) Balau " 1 v/ S v
G LSy Qe ey alid clile e S Glat | ] Y 7
"e )
(‘h
"l sl alae 4 Jada B SH Y " 1 / Y
"B )l G pad lads Sl ) oS5 ) cany! 1 v/ v
U“SA-“CJ\A ‘L\M,-.‘j_g y\)ﬂ\ud;ﬂdih sl dj\ﬁ O " | ] w4 /
"k._i\}.'d\
<l gall zaludim 3 v v
Bl Lol e Jomny o 4y ¥ A > ; ~
Q)@),.AJC'_}G)MJ};}L;M"” 2 v/ /
Al AUkl Joas e > W

In excerpt 1, there are examples of personal deixis, spatial deixis, and temporal deixis: This refers to words
or phrases that indicate who is being referred to. The phrase "ol 83w / "Mr. President" refers to the
president, addressing them directly. "o=3" / "we" indicates the speaker and potentially others involved in the
situation being discussed. While the word "< si1" / "the representatives" refers to members of the parliament.
Phrases such as "<l (udae 48 Jala" / "inside the dome of the parliament" indicates an internal location
within the parliament building and "5l Galadll z )" / "outside the parliament" indicates an external
location, contrasting with the internal one.

The phrase "<l 53l 33Ll" / "The honorable deputies" in excerpt 2 refers to specific individuals who hold the
position of members of parliament. The term "s:3lull" / "the honorable" indicates respect and formality
towards the deputies. In the sentence "l Juasy ¢} 48 ¥ il 4384 e laall" / "The deputy cannot obtain
accurate information" suggests a spatial orientation towards the location where the deputy is situated and
where the information is located.

C. Conversational Maxims Analysis
Grice's conversational maxims provide guidelines for effective communication. There are several ways in

which these maxims can be broken, whether on purpose or accidentally. Table (6) provides some instances
of both maxims and violations.
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Table (6) The Conversational Maxims in Excerpt 1 and 2

Examples of the Max. Conversational Maxims Violations of C. Maxims
and their violations | Excerp mu—mu— e s TNV [ Con. | Fab. | Ev | Vag.

t of Qual. | Rel. of a.

Qua Man
n.

"l e Qlgll Gulaa | ] v
o8 all adiliag Cilulal)
Claaelme¥ il
<l gl
"alud lale e AT A" | ] V4
Told il e i<l Gl | ] 7
RTINS
ad Jaly & SN Y e
Gl Gudaa”
"1 8 b S alud liia | | v
il Bl ¢ sua sall”
5 Cligmae sy Ladit 2 v
"g\;ﬂ\ salud! eLe\ g_lvé)’_.a
Sl sl Baas llde" | 2 V4
") gl alae eliac ) 4glanl
Al e aSul Wl [ 2 7/
Ml e L)

In excerpt 1, examples of violations of the maxim of quantity include "3l lile (e SN &lia" / "There are
many corruption files", lack specificity and does not provide enough information about the nature or details
of the corruption files, violating the maxim of quantity by not providing sufficient information. While the
sentence "l )ller (3laS g gngall 14 83,08 Slud Blaa" / "Large corruption deals in this matter amounting to
billions" mentions large corruption deals, it does not elaborate on specific details of these deals, violating the
maxim of quantity by not providing enough information for a comprehensive understanding. As proposed by
Grice, the maxim of relation suggests that contributions to conversations should be relevant to the topic or
context. In the provided text, the following example adheres to the maxim of relation include " as& <l s} Galaa
SN gl adBliay Cilidall aa) A Qb sill Gulas eliaeY 40y / "We have not seen the parliament in any session
discussing the supervisory role regarding the members of parliament." This statement directly addresses the
topic of discussion, which is the absence of discussion in parliamentary sessions regarding the supervisory
role of members of parliament. It maintains relevance to the main point being made.

In excerpt 2, there are also some potential violations of Grice's conversational maxims, it is devoid of
particulars on the challenges and barriers deputies have in getting precise information needed to keep an eye
on the executive branch. It makes reference to the problems but doesn't go into enough detail such as " 33
il salud) alal 318 j2a g il 520 252 ", The MP could provide specific examples of the types of obstacles faced
by deputies, such as bureaucratic barriers or limitations on accessing certain information. The sentence " Lile
sl Gulaa pliac] dgleald Jalall QUsill i represents the maxim of quality. It emphasizes the need to improve
the quality of protection for the MPs by modifying the internal system. This suggests a focus on enhancing
the adequacy of the protection measures.

4.1.2 The Dialectical Aspect

The dialectical aspect in English excerpts centers on opposing stances or debates on the efficacy of public
policies, especially those concerning mortgages and the economy. In order to persuade their audiences, the
two excerpts employ dialectical reasoning to give contrasting perspectives on the same subject—government
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policies pertaining to mortgages and the economy. Every side aims to persuade the audience of the
legitimacy of their position by offering proof and making arguments based on reason, feeling, and the
general public's perceived interests.

Both Arabic excerpts discuss the role of parliament and the need for oversight and accountability, but they
express these ideas in different dialectical aspects. Regarding conflict, the first excerpt focuses more on
expressing frustration and criticism without providing specific solutions, whereas the second excerpt
addresses challenges in a more constructive way and offers solutions. Both excerpts highlight issues related
to parliamentary oversight. As a result, the conflicting aspect lies in the balance between critique and
persuasion towards practical solutions.

CONCLUSIONS
Based on data analysis, some conclusions are derived as follows:

1. Members of Parliament (MPs) are sometimes motivated by particular value systems and beliefs;
therefore, the resulting discourses in parliamentary debates are always presented from some
ideological perspectives.

2. A debate is used as a persuasive technique in today's world but the kind of debates that take place in
parliamentary debates are sometimes of more conflicting nature than persuasive because of variant
political norms and beliefs that MPs hold. Parliamentary debates are of conflicting than persuasive
nature.

3. The strategies that English MPs use to oppose or approve the passage of a law are more diverse than
those used by Arab MPs.

4. Altercations are more typical of Arabic parliamentary debates than English ones.
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